
Reception Autumn Term Must Read Books 
Over the Autumn Term the Reception children will become familiar with the following books.  They will read them regu-
larly so that children get to know the books well, can retell the stories in their own words, can understand the struc-
ture of the stories and discuss characters and events and can build up their vocabulary.  These books are also used as 

part of their themed learning, helping to develop their understanding of the world.  We would encourage parents to 
have these books at home or loan them from the library so that children can bring their learning home with them.  
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We read these two books when learning about our families.  In ‘B is for Baby’ a lot of 
different family members visit the house including aunts, uncles, cousins and grandmas.  
In ‘Owl Babies’ the owlets miss their mummies which helps us to think about our feelings 
for our families, particularly at the start of the year when children may find it tricky to 

separate from mummy and daddy.  
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Funny bones helps us to learn 
about our bodies.  We learn 
about our different body 

parts, our skeletons, how to 
keep our bodies healthy and 
how to keep our teeth nice 

and clean.  
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We read the Little Red Hen 
during Harvest festival time.  

We learn where our food 
comes from.  We also learn 

about different farm animals 
and how to share and help our 

friends.  
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‘Wide awake Hedgehog’ and ‘After the 
Storm’ help us to learn about autumn.  In 

particular we learn about the changing 
colours and what hibernation means.  
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‘Handa’s Surprise’ takes us on 
a journey to Africa.  We 

begin to learn about the 7 
continents. It gives us an  

insight into what parts of  

Africa are like, what animals 
live there and what fruits can 

be found there.   
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‘The Polar Bear and the Snow 
Cloud’ takes us on a journey 

to the Arctic.  We learn what 
it is like there and learn 

about the different animals 
that live there.  We also 

learning about cold and hot, 
and melting. 


