St. Anthony’s Religious Education Newsletter
Including Mark Ten Mission and Wellbeing Challenge
Wednesday 26" March 2025

CATHOLIC LIFE

LENT AT ST. ANTHONY’S
LENTEN WALK

e

Next Thursday 3™ April, we will be taking part in a Lenten
Walk for the Catholic Children’s Society. This will be a Mufti
Day when the children are invited to wear sports clothes in
exchange for a donation on the School Gateway. All
proceeds will go to the Catholic Children’s Society.

Catholic
Children’s
Society

You can find out more about the charity through the link below.

https://www.cathchild.org.uk/

ASSEMBLIES

Last week we were delighted to welcome our Year 3 and 4 families for their
children’s Lenten assemblies. Over the course of four mornings, each of the
classes led a reflection to do with the events of Jesus’ life and death.

PRAYER LIFE

Our chapel will be open again on Thursday morning at 8.30 for those children
and / or families who wish to spend a few minutes in quiet reflection. You are
very welcome to pop in to help start your day off in the best spirit.


https://www.cathchild.org.uk/

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Our Year 5 Padua class attended St. Michael’s Church for their retreat to do
with the Stations of the Cross. It was a very successful day with the children
creating stations out of clay and designing pictures out of pastils. Martin and
Gillian Heath have been very welcoming to the children and staff. Thank you to
them both and thank you to St. Michael’s for the use of their wonderful church.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATION
FOODBANK

As part of our work towards community and participation, we want to
remind you of your chance to contribute towards the Watford Foodbank
tomorrow Thursday 27" March. Boxes will be available outside Early Years,
the school office and the St. Francis Building on the Key Stage 2 playground.

PARISH LINKS TO HOLY ROOD CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/03/Newsletter-
23.03.25.pdf

PARISH LINK TO ST. BEDE’S CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/03/NEWSLETTER-
2025-23rd-March-.pdf

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK

25" March The Annunciation
LITURGICAL COLOURS WORN AT MASS
Purple for Lent

White for the Annunciation


https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/03/Newsletter-23.03.25.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/03/Newsletter-23.03.25.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/03/NEWSLETTER-2025-23rd-March-.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/03/NEWSLETTER-2025-23rd-March-.pdf

From Fr. Tim: A reflection on the Annunciation

The Annunciation (s the moment when the angel Gabriel came to Mary to
announce that she would be the mother of Jesus.

For Christians, the Annunciation is significant because it is at this moment in
history when God'’s plan to save the world begins to take shape. Jesus, who is
God's Son, would be born into the world to bring people back to God. This
event marks the beginning of Jesus’ journey, starting with His birth and later
leading to His missionary outreach, death, and resurrection.

The Annunciation also reminds us of God's love for us. God did not stay
distant but chose to come close to us by sending His Son into the world.
Through Jesus, God would offer salvation to everyone. The Annunciation is a
reminder that God'’s love reaches out to us and invites us to trust and follow
Him.




JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE WEEKLY REFLECTION FOR MARCH

THE ANNUNCIATION

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be done to me ac-

cording to your word.” Luke 1:38

In the Papal Bull of Indiction for this Jubilee Year, Pope Francis writes,

“Hope finds its supreme witness in the Mother of God. In the Blessed Virgin, we see that
hope is not naive optimism but a gift of grace amid the realities of life.” (Spes non confundit,
#24)

On this feast of the Annunciation of the Lord, let’s pray for the openness and courage to say
yes to God’s call. With Mary’s help and example, may we journey as pilgrims of hope so we
too can play our role in the restoration of God'’s creation.



BE ACTIVE

As spring properly begins, plant some seeds either
as a family or class and take the time to look after the
plants.
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Mark Ten Mission
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Vour Mission is to pray ahout a part of your character
where you need desus to help you grow. Think, is there a
way you react when something happens or a pattern in how
you treat certain people? When you've decided, write a
prayer asking desus to help you with this. You don't need
to share the prayer with anyone. dust keep it hetween you
and Jesus.




“‘Em
Jesus told this parable: ‘A man had
a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came seeking fruit on it and
found none. And he said to the vine
dresser, “Look, for three years now |
have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree, and | find none. Cut it down.
Why should it use up the ground?”
And he answered him, “Sir, let it
alone this year also, until | dig round
it and put on manure. Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it
down.”’
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|_Wnndar Questions

Who does the vine
dresser remind
you of?

Why does the vine
dresser want to
work so hard and
give the tree
another chance?
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Jesus loves you so much and wants to
help you to grow in holiness. Circle one
of the virtues you would like to grow in.

In prayer, ask Jesus to help you grow In
this virtue.

Your Mission is to pra about
Your character wr?erevynu negdﬁcér;ﬂ
to help you grow. Think, is there g way
You react when something happens or
a pattern in how You treat certain
People? When you've decided, write g
prayer asking Jesus to help you with
this. You don't need to share the
prayer with anyone. Just keep it
between you and Jesus.

Keep up your fasting for
Mary’s Meals tad)
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