
         
 

St. Anthony’s Religious Education Newsletter 

Including Mark Ten Mission and Wellbeing Challenge 

Tuesday 2nd December 2025  

     

THE BEGINNING OF ADVENT 

As we begin the season of Advent, we enter a special time of 
waiting and preparation for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. 
Advent invites us to pause amid the busyness of life and prepare our 
hearts with hope, peace, joy, and love. Each candle on the Advent 
wreath reminds us of God’s light breaking into the darkness and 
calls us to share that light with others through kindness, prayer, and 
faith-filled actions.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

The pictures below are from some of the different classes around 
the school. The classroom Advent displays will be the focus of 
prayer throughout the rest of the term. The first two pictures are 
from our main entrance.  

Some of the Advent displays were inspired by the recent retreat 
days that took place in Years 1, 2 and 3.  

 



         

              

 

                

 

                   

 

 

 

 



         

 

        

               

 

OUR SCHOOL CHAPEL 

A reminder to you that our chapel will be open every Thursday 
morning from 8.30 to 8.50 if you and / or your child would like to 
spend some time in quiet prayer and reflection before the start of 
the school day. Just enter via the prayer garden entrance near the 
Year 3 classes’ corridor.  

 

 

 

 



         

CATHOLIC LIFE    

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Thank you so much for your response to our Christmas Appeal. Items are 
coming in daily and our School Chaplaincy Team representatives have been 
busy getting things sorted from the different classes. There is still time to 
contribute so please see the letter below for information on what you can do 
to support this year’s appeal.  

As you can see, we have already collected many items but if you can add to 
this, it would make a huge difference to families in our area.  

The deadline is this Friday, 5th December. Please see the letter below. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE 

A reminder that representatives from our Years 5 and 6 Chaplaincy Team and 
Mini Vinnies will be attending a special midday mass at Holy Rood Church this 
Friday 5th December. Mass will be followed by a selection of carols and readings 
performed by the children. You are very welcome to attend.  

 

 



         

 

PRAYER LIFE  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Wednesday 3 December: Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

Thursday 4 December: Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Saturday 6 December: Saint Nicholas, Bishop  

Focus for Prayer Around the School 

Our Early Years children will see the Advent wreath and say simple prayers 

Years 1 and 2 will make Advent promises; story of St Francis Xavier  

Years 3 to 6 Reflections on hope & waiting; Advent prayer journals; class liturgy 
for new Church year 

VOICE OF THE CHILDREN 

Over the course of the advent season, the children will be participating in 
Prayer and Liturgy around their advent wreaths. For the next few weeks, we 
want to share thoughts from the children about what this season means to 
them.  

Some of our Year 6 children were invited to offer reflections on a painting of 
the Annunciation by Italian Baroque painter Guido Reni. 

“It shows that Mary knew a big change was going to happen in her life” 

“Change can mean we get nervous, but it is okay to feel this” 

“Mary was willing to do what God asked”. 

“Mary probably felt uncertain about what the future would hold” 

 

PARISH LINKS TO HOLY ROOD CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/11/Newsletter-
01.12.2025.pdf 

PARISH LINKS TO ST. BEDE’S CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/11/20251130-
NEWSLETTER-2025.pdf 

 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/11/Newsletter-01.12.2025.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/wp-content/uploads/sites/103/2025/11/Newsletter-01.12.2025.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/11/20251130-NEWSLETTER-2025.pdf
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/croxleygreen/wp-content/uploads/sites/95/2025/11/20251130-NEWSLETTER-2025.pdf


         
 

LITURGICAL COLOURS WORN AT MASS 

Purple for the season of Advent 

Lectionary Cycle 

The new liturgical year and Sunday Cycle A began on the First Sunday of 
Advent, 30 November.  

 

JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 

 

 

Let us Pray.  

We thank you, for the many gifts you give us. As the 

Holy Door is opened for this Year of Jubilee, guide us 

through it to encounter you and share our time, gifts 

and talents with those most in need.  
 

 

 



         
 

 

LOOK AFTER YOUR WELLBEING THIS WEEK 

 

  

 

 

 

TAKE NOTICE 
 
Over the next 7 days, count your blessings. Spend a special time each day 
(maybe as you pray) to think of all the things that you can be grateful for in 
your life and how that makes you feel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         

 

 

Mark Ten Mission 

Our Mark Ten Mission reflection looks at St. John the Baptist’s call for us to 
prepare for Jesus at Advent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
 

 

 

 

 

 



         
Dear Families, 

We are delighted to announce that our School Chaplaincy Team and Mini Vinnie group have, for the 
third consecutive year, teamed up with South-West Herts Partnership Family Support Service. 

For the last two years, St. Anthony’s School community gave with extraordinary generosity and 
helped to make a huge difference to families being supported by South-West Herts Partnership.  

Knowing the difference we have been able to make, our Chaplaincy Team and Mini Vinnie group, 
want to help again.  

We are asking our families for a donation to help families’ health and wellbeing this Christmas.  

As with previous years, we have separated donations into different categories and allocated a 
category to different parts of the school.  

Please could we ask that all items are new. 

If you would like to be involved, could children from the following Key Stages or Year Groups please 
bring the following:  

EYFS   

New books (board books, picture books, early readers) 

Winter warmers (children's hats, gloves, scarves, socks) 

KEY STAGE 1 Years 1 and 2  

New books (picture books, early chapter books) 

Sports equipment & clothing (small sizes - balls, skipping ropes, sports socks) 

LOWER KEYS STAGE 2 YEARS 3 AND 4  

Sports equipment & clothing (medium sizes - footballs, frisbees, sportswear) 

Toiletry gift sets (children's sets - bubble bath, body wash) 

UPPER KEY STAGE 2 YEARS 5 AND 6 

Toiletry gift sets (for older children and adults) 

Winter warmers (adult sizes - hats, gloves, scarves, thermals, socks) 

Guidance from South West Herts Partnership is as follows: 

All gifts are new and unopened. 

All gifts remain unwrapped so that they can be wrapped by the SWHP team. 

All gifts are donated by the 5th December 2025  at the latest.  

If you would like to get involved, please send your gift in with your child to give to your child’s 
teacher. A member of the Chaplaincy Team will go to each class every day to collect any donations. 

 

 

 



         
 

We hope we can make a difference and thank you.  

The children and staff of St. Anthony’s School Chaplaincy Team and Mini Vinnies. 


